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regulate her imports with due regard to her own welfare. That
economics is untrue which ignores or disregards moral values* The
extension of the law of non-violence in the domain of economics means
nothing less than the introduction of moral values as a factor to be
considered in regulating international commerce. And I must
confess that my ambition is nothing less than to see international
relations placed on a moral basis through India's efforts. I do not
despair of cultivation of limited mass non-violence. I refuse to
believe that the tendency of human nature is always downward.
The fruition of the boycott of foreign cloth through hand-
spinning and khaddar is calculated not only to bring about a
political result of the first magnitude, it is calculated also to make
the poorest of India, whether men or women, conscious of their
strength and make them partakers in the struggle for India's free-
dom.
FOREIGN v. BRITISH
It is hardly necessary now to demonstrate the futility, not to
say the violent nature, of boycott of British cloth or better still
British goods as so many patriots have suggested. I am considering
the boycott purely from the point of view of India's good. All
British goods do not harm us. Some goods such as English books
we need for our intellectual or spiritual benefit. As regards cloth,
it is not merely British cloth that harms us, but all foreign cloth, and
for that matter to a lesser extent even mill-made cloth injures us.
Boycott brought about anyhow of British cloth cannot yield the same
results as such boycott brought about by hand-spinning and khaddar.
This necessitates exclusion at least of all foreign cloth, The
exclusion is not intended as a punishment* It is a necessity
of national existence.
OBJECTIONS CONSIDERED
But, say the critics, the spinning-wheel has not taken, it is not
exciting enough, it is an occupation only for women, it meajis a
return to the middle ages, it is a vain effort against the majestic
march of scientific knowledge for which machinery stands. In
my humble opinion India's need is not excitement but solid worfc.
For the millions solid work itself is excitement and tonic at the same
time. The fact is that we have not given the spianing-wbcel moogt
trial. I am sorry to have to say that many of us have mot givea
it a serious thought. Even the members of the AU-iodia Congress
Committee have failed to carry out the series <rfresolHtioms0ahaiid*
spinning which they themselves &ave passed from time to time.